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THE JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL 
SITUATION O F  CATALONIA 
he Olympic Games of 1992 will 
have as their Seat the city of 
Barcelona, the capital of an old 
yet modern Mediterranean nation: 
Catalonia. With its own culture, its own 
distinctive language (Catalan) and its 
own special juridical and political organi- 
zation within the Spanish state, Catalonia 
is a country which is characterized above 
all by its balanced social fabric, the open- 
ness and broad-mindedness of its people 
and their industrious and enterprising 
spirit. 
This can be demonstrated quite clearly by 
a few figures: lacking in energy or miner- 
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al resources of any importance, Catalo- 
nia, which accounts for no more than 
6 % of the Spanish territory and 15 % of 
the population of Spain, contributes 
20 % of the G.N.P. and 21 % of Spanish 
exports. It is therefore the most produc- 
tive area of the Iberian peninsula, the 
closest to Europe and the one with most 
economic and cultural presence in the 
world. Its contributions to world culture 
and art come from such names as Pau 
Casals, Antoni Gaudi, Josep Ma. Sert, 
Joan Miró, Salvador Dalí, Montserrat 
Caballé, etc. 
After intermittent periods of foreign 
domination, Catalonia, which formed a 
confederacy with other Catalan-speaking 
countries until the eighteenth century, 
had its desire for home-rule recognized 
by the Spanish constitution of 1978. To- 
day Catalonia once more has its own poli- 
tical institutions, made up of a Par- 
liament, a Government, a High Court 
(Tribunal Superior de Justícia) and an 
Ombudsman (Síndic de Greuges). The 
budget which the Catalan parliament is 
about to approve for 1989 amounts to 
880,000 million pesetas, which will cover 
its almost exclusive competence in mat- 
ters of culture, education, health, social 
services, interna1 boundaries, public 
works, etc. 
Catalonia is governed by the centre na- 
tionalist coalition CiU (Convergincia i 
Unió) wich, led by Jordi Pujol, the presi- 
dent, has an absolute majority in par- 
liament, with 69 of the 135 seats. The 
main opposition party, the PSC-PSOE 
(Socialist), has 42 deputies, followed by 
the 9 representatives of IC (Iniciativa per 
Catalunya), which is predominantly 
Communist. 
Relations between the Catalan autono- 
mous government and the Spanish state 
government are delicately balanced. His- 
torically, ever since Catalonia lost its 
sovereignty in 1714, tension between the 
centre and the periphery has been the 
order of the day. It is true that the cur- 
rent juridical and institutional framework 
lays down a set of rules which determine 
how power is to be exercised on the part 
of the two governments, but, quite apart 
from the ideologies of the party or parties 
in power in Barcelona or Madrid, there is 
a tendency on the part of the central gov- 
ernment to encroach on the autonomous 
government's competences and to apply 
a restrictive financia1 policy under which 
Catalonia contributes far more to Madrid 
in the form of taxes than it receives in 
subsequent redistribution of funds. 
A quick look at the last 250 years of the 
history of Catalonia and Spain will suffice 
to show that the former has often been 
the driving force behind the latter, 
through its activities and contributions in 
the fields of economy, industry, trade 
and culture. So much so that foreign ob- 
servers have often had the impression 
that Catalonia was heading towards poli- 
tical emancipation from Spain, or that it 
could at any rate aspire to move in this 
direction. In fact, however, the indepen- 
dence movement is a minority political 
option, in spite of a recent opinion poll 
which recorded a significant increase in 
the number of people in favour of giving 
the Catalan nation its own state (more 
than 40 % of those interviewed). In the 
immediate future however, this question 
will not be a decisive one so long as the 
Madrid government avoids repeating the 
mistakes handed down by Spain's age-old 
centralism or arising from a poor 
understanding of the Catalan national re- 
ality. As we celebrate the one thousandth 
anniversary of Catalonia, its political in- 
stitutions and the average man in the 
street see as priorities the question of 
reinforcing Catalan cultural and linguistic 
identity, the fight to reduce social and fi- 
nancial inequality through policies of 
modernization and of social welfare, spe- 
cial attention to the great challenges 
posed by the Europe of 1992, and main- 
taining Catalonia's traditional open-min- 
dedness and its representation in the 
European international forums and in the 
leading centres of the world. 
